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the rate should be the same throughout the
whole distriet and should be fixed on the
annual value. If a uniform rate were fixed,
there would not be the bickering that takes
place at present between the local govern-
ing bodies as to whieh of them bears the
greater proportion of the cost. They would
all pay the same rate and what they paid
would be fixed on the value of the property
in their area. Incidentally values are fixed
by the geographical location of buildings
because a strueture on a 20-feet frontage in
Hay-street, as members will realise, would
be worth a thousand {imes as much as a
house on the same frontage in say Queen’s
Park.

Because of the opportunities I have of
gaining information, and of knowing the
situation fairly well, U am convineed that in
the interests of the community as a whole
and in order that local authorities might re-
ceive fair play the Aef should be revised
and brought up to date. I do not desire to
weary members, There are many other
matters about which I would like fo speak.
For instance, I have not said a word about
trolley buses, and I have not mentioned
that we need a new Causeway, Other
subjects require attention, but I shall have
opportunities to deal with them at a future
date. T assure members that all my re-
marks have heen made with a view to hav-
ing some improvements effected in the in-
terests of the whole of the people of this
State.

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
Jjonrned.

House adjourned at 8.2 p.m.
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Legislative Qounctl,
Puesday, 22nd August, 1939,
Questlons : Companles Act, nstoin\e-,tment tm.-..ts.... P‘zﬁ?

Educatlon, school desis ...
Leave of absence 207
Moton : Metropolltnn Milk Act, to dis.'ulnw regul.n

tions
Address-in- reply. seventh dny

The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
pm,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—COMPANIES ACT.
As to Investment Trusts.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Seec-
retary: 1, Will the Minister lay on the Table
a list of companies operating in Western
Australia purporting to be investment
trusts? 2, What supervision, if any, is ear-
ried out in ¢onnection with these trusts? 3,
Does the Government intend to introdues,
at an early date, legislation under the Com-
panies Aet to provide for the control of this
important branch of investment?

The HONORARY MINISTER (for thg
Chief Secretary) replied: 1, No, as to do so
would neccessitate an examination of the
articles of association in respect to every
registered company. Information as regards
any company is available on search at the
office of the Registrar of Companies, Su-
preme Conrt. 2, Supervision is provided
for by Sections 36 and 61 of the Companies
Act, 56 Vic.,, No. 8. 3, The introduction of
any legislation such as is jmplied in this
question might have the effect of interfering
with the shareholders’ control of the man-
agement and the investments of any com-

pany.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Sehool Desks.

Hon. G. FRASER (for Hon. E. M.
Heenan) asked the Chief Secretary: 1, How
many State schools are still fully equipped
with long desks? 2, How many State schools
are partially equipped with the said desks?
3, When long desks are replaced by dual
desks what further use, if any, is made of
tl.e long desks?

The HONORARY MINISTER ({for the
Chief Secretary) replied: 1, 410 schools
equipped with long desks only. 2, 44 schools
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partially equipped with long desks. 3, The
long desks which are usable are sent to small
new schools or when required fo other
schools which are still using that type of
desk. (These schools are mostly Class VIIL.
sehools and assisted schools.}

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. .J. Holmes (North) on the ground
of private husiness.

MOTION—METROPOLITAN MILEK ACT.
To Disallow Regulations.
HON. C. ¥. BAXTER (East) [436]: I

move—

That Regulations 102, 103, 104, and 105,

and new Sixth Schedule made wunder the
Metropolitan Milk Aet, 1932-1936, as pub-
tished in the ‘*Government Gazette'’ on the
Yth Tune, 1939, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1939, be and are
herchy disallowed.
I wish to direct the attention of Parliament
to the extension of the system of govern-
ment by regulation. From time to time we
in this Chamber give power under various
measures to frame regnliations, and those
togulations frequenily become the most im-
portant parts of our laws. As such they
are passed without affording us the usmal
opportunity to consider them as we would
the provisions of a Bill. Members are elected
by the people to earry out their duties here,
but vear after year, by way of regulations.
we are delegaling our duties to boards.

Hon. G. Fraser: You would nol suggest
that all regulations be included in the Bills?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: My e¢ontention is
that after a regulation has been operating
for twelve months it should be embodied in
the Act. Consider the position of anyone
desirous of ascertaining his position under
an Act of Parliament. He can obtain eopies
of the Act and its amendments, but there
may also he regulations galore. How is he
to know of them? He can get information
about them only through the “Government
Gazette” and would have to search the files
of the “Government Gazette” for goodness
knows how many vears to ascertain the posi-
tion. That is the most conflicting and dan-
erous aspect of regnlations. No matter how
one may try to interpret an Act of Parlia-
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"ment, one cannot learn, without making ex-

haustive search, what regulations are in ex-
istence. The regmlations are often the vital
portion of a law.

On the first doy afler the formal opening
of Parliament, no fewer than 76 papers
were laid on the Table of the House. What
a gigantie task it wonld be for any mem-
ber to wade through all those papers! In-
eluding the following four days of the ses-
sion, or five days in gll, 91 papers have
been tabled for mewmbers to scrutinise. How
ean it hoe Jdune?  Tf members gave the whole
of their time to perusing the papers tabled
they wonld not he able to get throngh them.
Regulations tabled in this way contain vital
matters. T have had time to serutinise only
a few of the papers that have been tabled
and there is no possibility of my dealing
with the whole of them. It is time
the House took a serions view of
this maiter of government by regula-
tion, which has become indeed serious.
There is one good feature about the laying
of regulations on the Table this session.
A motion of mine which the House whole-
heartedly passed last session has brought
about an Immense Improvement. Papers
are now tabled in proper order, and the
jacket or cover tells exactly what it con-
tains. The former system was haphazard,
and one jacket might include all sorts of
Orders in Couneil, proclamations and regun-
lations. I remember one jacket which con-
tained a total of 59 papers. That system,
fortunately, has been abolished.

If we are to delegate our powers as is
now the case, what becomes of onr demo-
eratic system of government? It simply
goes by the board. What do the eleetors
elect us for? To delegate our duties in
such g manner? Week in and week out
boards are appointed with almost unlimited
powers. For what purpose are they ap-
pointed? To take responsibility off the
shoulders of Ministers? What matters to
Parliament is that duties entrusted to Min-
isters who are responsible to the House.are
delegated to boards which are not respons-
ible to the House, boards over which this
Chamber has no control. To a large extent
that applies to regulations promulgated by
the varions departments.

Hon. H. Tuckey: But all the regulations
are subject to the approval of the House,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The further we
keep away from the question of approval,
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the better for all concerned. There are
several points to which I must call atten-
tion in connection with the milk regula-
tions. Firstly, they affect the health of the
community, particularly that of children.
The regulations were promulgated only
three weeks ago. Parliament was ealled
together on the 3rd August. The regula-
tions have applied since the 1st Awugust.
Why promulgate regulations upsetting the
whole system so very near to the beginning
of the session? If the regulations are dis-
allowed—and I feel sure they will be—the
whole system will be upset, and there will
have to be a complete alteration. Why
could not & little more time be allowed be-
fore the regulations came into operation?
When regnlations are promulgated duoring
the recess, they operate for some time be-
fore Parliament sits and for some time
afterwards as well. That is a dangerous and
unsatisfactory feature.

There are three important regulations. The
first affects the health of the community,
and particularly the health of echildren.
The second sllows an outside body to
usurp the rights of the Industrial
Arbitration Conrt. The third will fur-
ther curtail the sale of fresh milk. We
know perfectly well that milk, above all
other artieles of diet, is subject to econ-
tamination. Viewed from that aspect, it is
a dangerous article of diet. We must bear
in mind that the longer milk is kept, the
greater the chance of its becoming con-
taminated. Contaminated milk is dangerous
to adults, and highly dangerous to children.
Milk which has been handled and trans-
ported for some time, eventually reaches
the city and is then put into a refrigerator.
The refrigerator has to keep the tempera-
ture of the milk down to a certain degree
of coldness, and as a result of this the bae-
teria are at a standstill. Then the milk is
taken ont of the refrigerator into an en-
tirely different atmosphere. That is a
source of trouble, and may result in consid-
erable danger. The times of delivery speei-
fied by the Milk Board in these regulations
are subject to these considerations. One of
the main sources of the supply to the city
is the milk train, which arrives here between
7 and 8 am. That frain carries the after-
noon’s milk. It will readily be seen that
as a consequence 12 hours have elapsed,
and that the milk is 12 hours old, on ar-
rival in the city. Arriving hetween 7 and
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8 am., the milk cannot be retailed within
the bours specified by the Milk Board, be-
tween 1 am. on the day it reaches Perth
and 9.30 am. on the next day. Therefore it
has to go into cold store until early the nex{
moruing. That means another 20 hours'
delay. Then it is taken out and delivered.
By the time it is in use there would be, on
the average, a delay of a further 20 hours.
Thus the milk would be 52 hours old hefore
being actually consumed.

The Honorary Minister: Do you guaran-
tee the accuracy of that statementq

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is for the
Honorary Minister to disprove it when he
replies. The hours quoted by aunthorities ar:
somewhat longer. This is what will happen
under ihe regulaiion But there is another
evil. The regulation will lead to the mixing
of morning and afternoon milk. If a milk-
man has half a can of milk left over in the
morning, he will put it with half a ean of
afternoon milk. The wixing of morning
nnd afternoon milk is highly undesirable.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do you know that Fre-
mantle has not had an afternoon delivery
of nilk for 12 years?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am aware of
that, and something attaches to it. The
Milk Board’s argoment in favour of these
regulatious is that if they are not applied
retailers will have to inerease the price of
milk, If that is so, the Milk Board has
been lacking in its duty in not ensuring
that Fremantle consumers should get their
milk at a lower price in view of the one de-
livery. Does Fremantle get its milk any
cheaper than Perth does?

Hon. G. Fraser: No.

Hon C. F. BAXTER: That is my point.
Next I wish to deal with the question of
keeping milk aecording fo a statement made
by the chairman of the Milk Board him-
self. The milk is guite good, according to
him. But he and his hoard have a lot to
learn if they stand by this statement:—

Tt is common knowledge that many peopls
poasess refrigerators or ice chests; but these
are not essential to keeping milk cool—the
Coolgardie safe, an inexpensive item which
costs nothing to maintain, is adequate for
this purpose.

He goes on to say that milk can be kept in
a billy, with a wet cloth around it. It is true
that many people own refrigerators, but
how many more cannot afford one? The
majority of people cannot afford a refrig-
erator, which is an expensive item. Nor is
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it satisfactory to keep milk in an ice chest
for a long period; anyone with experience
knows that there is no circulation of air in
an jce chest, and that that is detrimental
to milk. As for a Coolgardie safe, all I ean
say is that the chairman of the board knows
very little about keeping milk. The Cool-
gardie safe is open to all infection possible.
It consists of a framework, covered with
canvas, which must be kept wet. Even so,
many people have not even a Coolgardie
safe. but why, T ask, shonld eonsumers of
milk be put to all this trouble and expense?
Any householder knows how difficult it is to
keep milk fresh, more especially after it has
been in cold storage. It eertainly keeps for
a reasonable period; but these regulations
would result in the storage of milk in a re-
frigerator for too long a period.

Coming to my third point, T said that the
regulations infringed the award of the Arbi-
tration Court, That is the danger of estab-
lishing boards and letting them loose. Here
we Mave a fAaoran: ense of an outside hody
pro<eribing hours and conditions of labonr
whieh have not heen fixed—hut have purpose-
Iy been left open—by the Arbitration Court.
That court consists of a representative of
the employers, a representative of the work-
ers, and a chairman, who is a judge, It is
the Court's function to fix hours and con-
ditions of labour. Yet the Milk Board says,
“We shall put our own construction on this
award and fix the hours which shall be ob-
served.”” When shall we finish with infer-
ference of this kind in what should be the
function of the Arbitration Court? We
shounld unot allow vutside bodies to transgress
in this way. Members know the strong stand
I take on industrial matters, My cry bhas
always been, “Hands off the Industrial Ar-
bitration Act and the Arbitration Court.
Keep the court free” There should not be
any interference with the duties of the court
by outside bodies, such as the Milk Board.
I shall quote the following provision from
the award of the Arbitration Court made in
the matter of an applieation by the Amalga-
mated Road Transport Union of Workers.
Clanse 8 provides—

The starting time for the purpose of cal-
culating overtime shall (with the exceptions
hereinafter mentioned) be 7 a.m. or after;
and the finishing time, on Mondays to Fri-

days inclugive, shall not be later than 6 p.m,,
and on Saturdays not later than 1 pm.

200

Among the exceptions we find the follow-

ing:—
(c) Milk carters, stablemen and yardmen.

Milk carters are exempt from the provi-
sion regarding hours, and rightly so. They
are dealing with a commodity which requires
the exercise of the greatest care in the world,
and which must be delivered under the best
and most hygienic conditions possible. The
court was bound to exempt those workers.
Clause 6 of the award provides—

<+ .. (b) In any week in which there are
one or more holidays the hours shall be re-
duced by the number of ordinary working
hours the worker would have been required
to work on the holiday or holidays had such
day or days not been helidays: Provided that
thizs subelause shall not apply in the case of
milk, eream, ice-cream, or ice carters.

(e} Any hours worked on any day or days
to make up the hours of duty in any week
shall be worked in a continuous shift, except
in the case of workers in livery stables, milk
carters, and stablemen.

Thus we see the Arvbitration Court has, by
that award, exempted the workers specified
from the provisions relating to hours, On
the other hand, we have this glaring posi-
tion, that the Milk Board has fixed hours
within which milk mnst be delivered. Surely
Parliament will not allow that. Parliament
should not allow the award I have quoted to
be infringed in that way. If it does, I shall
be munch surprised.

Another matter to which I wish {o refer
1s the attempt being made in this State to
assist industries, partieularly primary in-
dusiries, so0 that the volume of our im-
portations from the Eastern States may be
lessened. We should be able to provide
our own goods, more especially milk., The
board itself takes pride in saying that it
has inereased the consumption of milk, If
these regulations are to remain in force.
then the effect will he to decrease the con-
sumption of milk. By these regulations
the board is flying in the face of all those
people who have formed themselves into
committees, not only to inerease the con-
sumption of milk, but fo improve the
health of our children, the latter the most
landable object any person could strive foz.
“hildren will now be unable to get milk of
the right quality. An interesting fact is that
while we are mnking rapid progress in the
dairying industry, sales of powdered
milk have considerably increased. In
1938-39, importations of powdered miik
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increased from, in round figures, 1,409,000
1bs. to 1,800,000 ibs., showing a rise in
value froin £69,367 to £114,862—an in-
<rease of £45,495. What has brought the
increase about? Surely something is
wrong with our dairying industry, or with
its control, when we find that our iraporta-
tions of powdered milk are inereasing in
‘this way, especially in a State like Western
Australia, where we pride onrsclves on our
wonderful dairying industry.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker:
powdered milk used?

Hon, €. F. BAXTER: In Perth., That is
where the main increase has taken place.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: More is con-
sumed in the summer, too.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: When at Vietoria
Park last Sunday I was informed by a
householder that her milk had@ turned sour.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It iz not the first time
we have had that happen.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It was the first
cxperience she had in  that direction.
When the summer arrives, we shall find
thousands of people consuming powdered
milk, which is an excellent substitute, un.
fortunately. The pity is that it is not mann.
factured here.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But the powdered
milk has not the food value of fresh milk.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, it has, We
must not praise it too much. I am sorry
the hon. member brought the matter np, I
do not wish to speak about the value of
powdered milk, and T hope the Press will
not take any notice of this point. There
is no need for us to diseuss it here, and 1
wish I had ignored the hon. member’s in-
terjection.  These regulations will mean
deereased sales of fresh milk; they will
hamper the householder and will be a set-
hack to our growing children, who require
milk as fresh as it ean be given to them.
There is nothing better than fresh milk
for children. But apart from all these
matters, we should not allow any board to
set up hours of labour that have already
‘been preseribed by an award of the court.
The award sets out the hours for milk
carters, and if an order of the court is to
he set aside by an irresponsible body, then
T do not know what the fature is likely to
bring. T urge very strongly the House to
disallow the regulations.

On motion by Hon., G. Fraser, debate
adjourned.

Where is the
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,

Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the 17th August,

HON. J. A, DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [3.3]: With all due deference, I
say the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech sounded
somewhat familiar, There were the nsunal
statisties prepared in the usual optimistie
way. There was the same meaningless talk
of what the Government’s intentions were
with regard to future legislation for the
session, and we were given a small list of
Bills most of which could have been antiei-
pated by members and some of which are
hardy annuals. If we take the Lieut.-Gover-
nor's Speech seriously, and surely we should,
the most we can expeet is that 15
or 20 Government Bills will be brought
down this session. I venture to sug-
gest that towards the end of December
this House will be sitting late at night, and
all of some nights, considering the pile of
legislation that ¢ould and should have been
brought down very much earlier. This is
one clear indication of the manner in
which Parliament is freated by the Govern-
ment, and the present Government is not
the only one that has offended in that
respeet. According to the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, the position is that
cither the Government has not given eon-
sideration to important matters of legis-
lation, or, alternatively, that it chooses to
keep Parliament in ignorance abont many
matters upon which we should be called
upon to legislate. 1If the latter is true,
then it is obvions that we are being told
just exactly what the Government wishes
ta tell us, and that, te my way of think-
ing, is o dangerous attitude to adopt, an
attitude that threatens the democratic sys-
fem of government upon which we plaee so
much slore. My complaint goes further than
the mere faet that we are not taken imto
the Government’s confidence, and, as mem-
bers of this House, we are placed at a dis-
tinet disadvantage because we do not know
and have not had notice of the subjeet
matter of Bills that we shall be called
upon to diseuss. In the meantime the Gov-
ernment is preparing its case, is tapping
all the privileged sourees that are available
to it so as to make its case as complete as
possible, while we, as private members,
have to await the Government’s conven-
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ience before we can institute any inquiries
at all. By that time the Bill is before Par-
liament and publi¢c opinion has been crys-
tallised by the Governmeni’s propaganda.
I suppose we shall see the same sorry
spectacle—though I hope not-—as last ses-
sion, of Bills being pitched into this House
in the dying hours of the session;
then we shall be upbraided by the
Government and the people for not giving
the measures due consideration. Members
may recall that last session some of
the Government’s legislative programme
was initiated in this House, While that
accelerated our decisions on some of the
measures, it did not assist the position to
any material degree. What we need, in my
opinion, is earlier consideration of mea-
sures in another place—that is a matter of
vital importance—so that we may give
those measures more mature consideration
when they reach this House, Gradually
and surely Parliament is being robbed of
its rights. For instance, we as members of
Parliament cannot acecept any blame, and
neither can e take any credit for any
public works going on in Western Aus-
tralia to-day, hecause Parliament is mnot
consulted before these works are under-
taken, Tn other words, Parliament is
ignored. As a member of Parliament, I
like other members, read in our daily
Press of the Government’s intentions in
regard to, say, the extension of sewerage
fagilities around Perth, the building of a
new dam at Harvey, or the Government’s
intentions regarding the building of a
holding dam in connection with the gold-
fields water supply, and the Press notifi-
cation will be the first intimation to us of
the Government’s intentions.

Hon. G. Fraser: Surely you would not
want those undertakings brought before
ns to determine whether they should be
carried out?

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: There should be
some notification in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech of all the Bills that are likely to be
brought down or the works to he under-
taken.

Hon. G. W, Miles: And there should be
a publiec works committee to advise the
Government.

Hon. J. A. DYMMITT: Yes, I shall deal
with that presently. It is not the fact that

we as members, or individuals, have not -

been consulted; it is the faet that Parlia-
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ment as Parliament, has not been con-
sulted, and that is the important point. I
am certainty not blind to the administra-
tive difficulties that could oceur if big
publie¢ works whieh should be started whilst
the House is in recess had to await the con-
sideration of Parliament; and I am sure
that members of Parliament have no wish
to be a drag on the progress of the State.
We should, however, cling tenaciously to our
rights as members of Parliament. There isa
way out and it has been indieated by Mr.
Thomson, with whom I agree, It isthat there
should be appointed a committee whose job
it would be to examine all proposals for
publie works. This committee, whilst not
being vested with the power fo make
decisions, could at least be given the right
to examine projects before they were started-
The observations of such a committee would
he of great value to members while the Esti-
mates were being discussed. I suggest that
during this session members of this House
should show their bona fides in this respect
by making the necessary move towards seek-
ing the co-operation of members of another
place in the direction of appointing such a
standing committee.

At the head of the list of Bills mentioned
in the Speech is one relerring to Lhe col-
lection of taxation. I was particularly
struek by the faet that the Lient.-Governor
was mueh more careful in his choice of
words when referring to this matter than
were the Premier and members of his Gov-
ernment during the recent election cam-
paign. I remember at that time seeing on
various hoardings posters illustrating the
financial emergency tax stamps, and under-
neath those illustrations there appeared this
caption, “No more of these.” The Speech re-
ferred to the Government’s proposal to sub-
mit legislation to combine the financial emer-
gency tax and the income tax. T think that
the Lieut.-Gavernor's description is much
more correct than was the deseription of the
Premier gnd the members of his Govern-
menf. I am not going to suggest that the
Premier and the other members of the Gov-
ernment did not know exactly what thoy
meant by the word “abolition,” but I do say
that many members of the public thought
that the word “abolition” really meant aboli-
tion, and nothing else.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is what it is in-
tended to do.
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Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: And hecanse it
was thought the Government intended to
wipe out this form of taxation, in form and
in faet, the people were deluded into voting
for the Government. Such tacties as these
bring the Government and politicians into
disrepute. If we are to preserve the form of
democratic government hequeathed to ns we
should build up and not tear down the repu-
tation of polities. I am greatly conecerned,
and T think all right-thinking men must also
be concerned, about the sneer with which the
man in the street regards politics and poli-
ticlans. Buf what else can we expect
when our leaders are not even honest
in their statements? When the Gov-
crnment shows a disposition to juggle with
words, then it becomes the duty of every
member of this House to take more and
more care to see that every “i” is dotted and
every “t” is crossed in every Bill brought
before us.

Hon. G. Fraser: We do that now.

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: We shall have to
stand between this greed for power, and
the people who are wronged by statements
made in terms deliberately intended to de-
ceive. I am rather at a loss to get
the corrcet interpretation of that part
of the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech which re-
fers to unemployment. Some time ago the
Government made a great deal of the fact
that it had appointed a Minister whose
whole and sole job was to look after the
position of the unemployed. Admittedly the
Department of Employment still has a Min-
isterial head, but the Minister in charge is
not the onc who was specifically appointed
to that job: nor is employment the sole
responsibilitvy of one Minister. It is now part
of the responsibility of the Honorary Minis-
ter. One might he excused for thinking
that this nroblem no longer existed, or that
it was no longer acute, and yet the Speech
informs ps that the number of men depend-
ent npon the Government for relief work or
sustenanee has risen slightly during the last
twelve months, and that at present provision
is heing made for 7,000 men. Perhans the
Honorary Minister will put me right if T am
wrong in thinking that the Government’s
programme for dealing with the anemployed
iz mot exactlv successful. The number of
nnemployed is increasing in spite of the
fact that seecondary industries are credited
hoth in the Speech and very much so in
this morning’s paper, with having absorbed
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a great number of workmen. This indicates
that there’ must be something lacking. I
trust that the efforts of the Minister for In-
dustrial Development will be successful. The
Government is to be congratulated on the
establishment of the new department and
upon the appointment of a council consist-
ing of such representative and able citizen.
The choice of the departmental officer who
has been appointed indicates carcful
thought and good selection. I wish the
scheme every suceess and hope it will lead
to a settlement of the unemplovment prob-
lem, and perhaps give the vouth of the coun-
try a better chance than has been available
for some years. T support the motion.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [3.17]: I
associate myself with those members whe
have expressed their deep regret at the pass-
ing, since Parliament last met, of two mem-
bers of another place. The late Miss Hol-
man and the late Mr. MacCallom Smith did
splendid work for the State, They have left
behind a record of which T am sure their
relatives and friends ean justly be prond.
I congratulate the Government upon its re-
turn to office. Tt is our duty as memhers
of a House of review to assist the adminis-
tration as far as we can in the earrving ount
of its poliev. T intend to stick to that atti-
tude as strictly as T ean, but will vote against
any measures I think are nof in the hest
interests of the State, or—the Government
may not always realise it—not in the
interests of the people of the State. T also
congratulate the member for Kimberley
(Hon. A. A. M. Coverley) upon his acces-
sion to Ministerial rank. We who represent
the North must he gratified that now two
memhers of Cabinet come from electorates
in the North-West. The new Minister has
had a long experience of the North., which
he knows from one end of the Provinee to
the other. I feel eertain that in Mr. Cov-
erley we have a Minister who will look after
the interests of the North prohably better
than has ever been done beforc.

The first paragraph in the Speech with a
heading deals with the important suhject of
defence. No question affects the public men
of Australian more than does this one
at the present time, Some alarming
news has come through to-day, and
T expeet the Commonwealth Government.
which has chavge of the defence of the C'om-
monwealth, must be very disturbed, A< a
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public man I should like again to express my
opinion in favour of compulsory training
for home defence. This should be brought
into practice immediately. I made a similar
statement some three years ago, but compul-
gory training is more necessa'y now than
ever. Who could objeet to their sons and
brothers gaining a little experienee in the
usc of munitions of wax, especially when it
was understood that this was for home de-
fence? Should it become necessary to send
froops overseas we would get all that were
necezsary as volunteers from amongst the
trainees. I am glad the Government has
expressed its willingness to assist the Com-
monwenith authorities in defence measures,
but I am curious to know what it has done.
From what [ have heard, the Government
has not been very ready to assist in small
matters. I am told tbat those who have
made themselves responsible for the training
of the people in the event of air raids have
asked for a little financial assistance, but
have been told hy the State Government
that this was a defence matter. That may
or may not be so. When it is a question of
the protection and health of our own peaple,
surely the State Government should assist
in some small way by financing those who
are giving their time voluntarily for this
object. The other day I was surprised to
see cadets and men of the Scottish regiment
paving their tram fares. Surely a litile
concession to men who are volunteering for
this kind of serviee would not be too much
to expeet. I would also refer to the ladies
who arc members of the V.A.D. and are
giving up their time to this work. They pay
for their own uniforms and even entrance
fees for their examinations. When travelling
on duty they shonld be given transport faei-
lities. That would be some appreciation on
the part of the Government to people who
were giving up their time in an honorary
eapacity to this important work,

The next paragraph in the Speech deals
with secondary industries. I am glad the
Government is making an effort to do some-
thing in this regard. Before factories in
this State can be developed to any great
extent certain legislation now on the statute
hook will have to he altered. T refer parti-
cularly to the Workers’ Compensation Act,
which creates expense in this State far
greater than that of the other States of the
Commonwealth. Let us hope that some
good will be accomplished. The strike at
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Fremantle is very regretiable, especially
jusl now, Mills & Ware started in opposi-
tion to Eastern States manufacturers some
Years ago and have built up a fine factory.

Hon. A. Thomson: And arc turning out
good products.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And providing a great
deal of employment.

Hon. E, H. ANGELO: Yes. It is unfor-
tenate that a strike should oceur at this
psychological moment when we are talk-
ing about developing our industries. One
member, when quoting what the Labour
Government in New Zealand has done, said
that the Minister in charge of Labour in
that Dominion had declaved thene must be
cither strikes or the Arbitration Court, that
the workers could not have it both ways.
The hon. member forgot to mention that
the Minister also stated that if employees
who were eligible to go to the Arbitration
Cowrt banded together and struek, he wounld
have the union deregistered. That is the
way the Government of this State should
talk. Let the employees have the option
of striking or geing to the Arbitration Conxt,
but do not allow them to get as much as
they can out of the one course before they
decide to adopt the other. I draw the atten-
tion of the Honorary Minister to two articles
that recently appeared under the name of
Mr. 8. B. Glvde and also to an interview
with the general manager of the Canteen
Contractor Syndieate of India. These showed
what a wonderful opportunity there was for

‘Western Australia to increase its export trade

with India. We can do more by exporting
our primary products and expending some
of our energies in that direction than we
ean in other ways. The State would benefit
very greatly if our exports to India were
increased. The articles and the interview
were most informative, and provided data
about which some of us had not previously
known anything.

Hon. A. Thomson: There must be con-
tinuity of supply.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: Of necessity! Un-
fortunately we hear little about our marine
wealth. We are importing annually
about £100,000 worth of fish products
into this State, and Australia is im-
porting nhout £1,000,000 worth. Mil-
lions of pounds worth of marine wealth
is going to waste in the North-West.
‘Why not expend a little energy in that
direction? A wonderful market is await-
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ing our marine products provided the war
comes to an end in China. When the shark
fishing industry was active I saw account
sales indicating that one company was re-
ceiving up to £20 per ton for shark flesh.
Everrvthing was saleable, the fins and the
skin, as well as the flesh, but for the flesh
alone £20 per ton was being paid. Is thero
any kind of foodsinff that has to be bred
and fattened for which it is possible to get
that price? The flesh was in fillets and was
sun dried. The buyers would be prepared to
mive an even higher price if the flesh were
dehvdrated and 2 uniform preduct exported.

Hon. J. Nicholsen: Do you know that
sharks are being caught now off the coast
of Britain?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes, but I do not
think the people there have as many sharks
to deal with, either on land or in the sea,
as we have in Australia, The snggestion I
made some years ago might be taken into
consideration, namely, that we might intro-
duce two men from Scotland, one a capi-
talist who had put his money into
fishing, and the other an experienced fisher-
man. We know the frightful econditions
that exist off the coast of Seotland, especially
during the winter. These men eould be
taken up North and allowed to see the con-
ditions there. I feel sure the capitalist
would say “I think I ean make more money
in Australia with its wonderful market in
the Near East than I ean in Seotland.”
The expert fisherman who would do the
actual work would say, “Fancy having to
go out in that awful weather off the eoast
of Scotland and fish there, when I conld
work under soch ideal conditions in these
north-western waters.”

Hon. A, Thomson: Yon would have to
induce the Scottish fishermen to come out
here to engage upon the actual work.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes, and I think
they would readily consent to do so. I re-
member reading an article that indieated
that the fishing industry in Scottish waters
was af a parficularly low ebb. They are
the men that we want to embark upon the
fishing industry in the northern waters. In
the past efforts have been made to develop
the fishing industry, but both money and
expert knowledge have been lacking, and
certainly that is what we require when any
steps are taken in this direction.

Dealing with the goldmining industry,
everyone interested in the progress of West-
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ern Ausiralia must be delighted with the
satisfactory condition of the industry here.
I am indeed grateful to my colleague, Mr.
Miles, for having given me an opportunity
to accompany him for ten days through
that part of our provinee in which he is
particolarly interested, namely, the Pilbara
district. We travelled for about 300 miles,
going from PPort Hedland to Marble Bar,
and thence to Nullagine, working back in
one direction and then proceeding in an-
other. We spent a day at the Comet ine.
I was astonished to note the wonderful
machinery and the latest methods that the
mining company has adopted to deal with
the huge ore deposit being worked on Comet
Hill. What particularly strueck me during
our travels was that we must bave passed
at least 500 hills that, to my lay-mind,
seemed similar to the hill on which the Comet
Mine is situated.

Hon. J. Nichelson: All treasure chests?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I am coming to
that. I understand the mine there was found
by accident right on top of the hill. Indica-
tions of gold were not apparent in the
quartz. Despite that fact, before the
machinery wax erected to deal with the
ore, £137,000 worth of gold had been won
and from those proceeds the company had
been able to pay for the machinery that
had been installed. Another interesting
point relates to water supplies. TWe have
always talked about the difficulty experienced
in finding water outback. When the com-
pany commenced operations water had to
be pumped for two miles from the Coengan
River. Later the manager found, as the re-
sult of boring, that he had a supply of
35,000 gallons daily almost alongside his
own house. That merely indicates that we
have not by any means exhausted our pos-
sibilities.

I suggest to the Government that
it would be well advised to make use of
the services of some of the unemployed—I
am afraid we will have many more of them
in the near future—who are being dismissed
by firms as business is so slack. If a num-
ber of those young nten, who are strong
and willing to undertake the task, were sems
to Marble Bar at the commencement of next
winter—I would not like to see them sent
there in summer because the heat radiating
from the ironstone hills wounld kill almost
anyone—they could be accompanied by a
geologist who, before the men left the Bar,
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would acquaint them with the type of ores
for which they should look. He counld tell
them that they could meost certainly look
for gold if they saw it anywhere in the
course of their prospeciing, but would ad-
vise them not to pass the types of rock that
he would indicate fo them. The geologist
conld be stationed at Marble Bar so that if
the meu found any outerop of promise, their
samples could be analysed locally instead
of having to be sent to Perth for that pur-
pose. Then again, any man sent out to
prospect under such a scheme shouild not
be permitted to travel in one direction only.
The drive should be undertaken along scien-
tific lines and parties should be instruected
in which direction to prospeet, and
they should follow that route by compass.
In order to save time and cover as mueh
ground as possible during the winter months,
arrangements could be made for the
supply of food requirements at dis-
tances ranging up to 30 miles or meore,
and thus avoid the necessity for the
men returning to AMarble Bar. All
the bills we inspected seemed to be of
the same type of formation. They appeared
to consist of ironstone, quartz and schist
all mixed up together, and I honestly be-
Meve that if a systematic and properly-
organised drive were made as I suggest, we
would quickly have several more Comets
adding to the wealth of the State. I do
not hesitate to say that I believe the Comet
Mine will be one of our most payable gold-
producers before very long.

1 was also impressed by the results ob-
tained in that portion of the North known
as the Conglomerates. Over areas stretch-
ing out for miles through the Nullagine
country, prospectors were obtaining eolours.
I discussed the position with men out there,
and they said, “Come and have a look. We
will show you that we can get colours all
right” In the small operations that I
watched, the men seeured gold every time.
Unfortunately they have to cart their stone
and dirt from 20 to 30 miles for ireatment,
and I believe it would pay the Government
to instal a battery there. I am perfecily
certain that a Iot of money will be made in
that part of the State by dredging and sluie-
ing the beds of the rivers. When the matter
is considered, one can readily understand
that the Yule, Turner and Shaw Rivers, to
name a few only, have been draining hun-
dreds of thousands of square miles of coun-
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try for millions of years. Alluvial gold has
been found from time to time in that
area ranging in size from dust to
nuggets weighing 400 oz. To my mind it is
not merely possible but absolutely certain
that during past centuries much of the finer
gold must have becn washed down the creeks
and found ledgment in the beds of the
rivers. No serioas attempi has been made
to ascertain whether that is actually the
position. We have heard of the fortunes being
made in New Guinea and New Zealand, as
well as other places, through dredging and
sluicing, but we have not undertaken any
work along those lines in our own State.

Hon. A, Thomson: Do those people know
of the position?

Hon. . H. ANGELO: Yes. 1 have been
in touch with some big Melbourne and Syd-
ney peaple who have four or tive dredges
operating in New Zealand, and they told
me they hoped to come here next year. Let
as hope they do so, and if they do, I trust
they will be stiezessful in their efforts,

Dealing now with the pastoral industry,
as we knrow, good seasons have been experi-
enced in many areas such as the Kimber-
ley, Pilbara and Ashborton, while the
scason in the Gascoyne has been fairly satis-
factory, except in the upper parts, where
conditions are deplorable owing to the lack
of rain. Unfortunately the Gascoyne River
has not run for over three years. Mr.
Piesse and JMr. Craig gave the House some
valzable information” about the pastoral in-
dustry, and I certainly do not intend to re-

peat what they have already told
memhers. I agree, however, that the
cost of effecting improvements and
repairing the damage that has Teen
oceasioned the industry will be wvery

heavy indeed. The price of fencing wire,
for instance, is double what it was a few
years ago, and that applies to wages ag well.
A tremendous volume of renovation work is
necessary, but the ehief difficulty will be to
restock the stations. Members may recol-
leet that about two years ago I suggested
to the Chief Seeretary, by way of a ques-
tion, thay the Government might impose an
embargoe on the slaughter of breeding ewes.
The Chief Seecretary replied that the Gov-
ernment could not very well do that, but it
would do evervthing possible to discourage
the practice. As I pointed out, during the
war period, legislation was passed to pre-
vent the slaughtering of calves. That was
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intreduced for much the same reasons as a
Bill could be placed hefore Parliament to
prevent breeding ewes from being slaugh-
tered. I do not know that it is too late
now to do something along those lines, be-
cause although the price of ewes for breed-
ing purposes is very high to-day, as Mr.
Wittenoom indicated the other evening, still
some people may he killing off a few
now and again. It would be a pity to allow
that to continue, beeanse the task of finding
sufficient ewes to restock the pastoral areas
will be tremendously diffieult. Unti] the sta-
tions ave stocked up, no profit can be se-
cured from the industry, and the Govern.
ment will not colleet any income tax. In
those circumstances the interests of all con-
cerned demand that something shall be done.

I am delighted to know that we shall
have a record apple crop this season, apnd I
wish I could say the same regarding our
tropical fruit. Unfortunately the Gascoyne
River has not run for three years, and we
are short of water. That is merely a tem-
porary setbacl to the indnstry. The river
will run again.

Hon. W. J, Mann: When?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I wish we knew.
I am convineed that the seasons proceed in
eycles and befere long we shall again be
enjoying good times, with the tropieal fruit
industry well established. That will be bene-
ficial to all eoncerned, especially the con-
stmers in the metropolitan area.

The Lieat.-Governor’s Speech contains a
paragraph referring to the North-West,
and eommences bv setting out that the Gov-
ernment is pleased with the operations of
the new State motor vessel “Koolama.” Two
or three years ago, when 1 supported the
proposal to build the hoat, T pointed to the
wonderful trade that could be built up with
the residents of Darwin. When I visited
the Northern Territory, the then Adminis-
trator escorted me to various business houses
at Darwin and I was promised, provided the
State Government would schedule a monthly
service, that Western Australia wonld eer-
tainly sccure a share of the trade of that
progressive centre. T recently travelled North
by two State boats and I am pleased to
say that one had 600 ions and the other 800
tons of produce for Darwin, For some time
our vessels have been visiting the port fort-
nightly. We ean be assured of a regular
monthly service now, and Western Australia
is eertainly participating in the trade of the

[COUNCIL.}

far northern port. We, as taxpayers, have
to shoulder our share of the cost of the de-
velopment of the Northern Territory, so
why should we not participate in the trading
benefits available? The only diffieuity is that
if there is an exfensive trade with Darwin,
some of our North-West ports may have to
go short. 'The question will arise very
shortly as to whether the Government will
allow the privately owned boats to call at
northern ports or order the construetion of
a third vessel. Something of the sort will
have to be done,

I spent a fortnight in Broome, and I was
sorry to perceive that the pearling industry
was at a very low ebb. The price of shell
is exceedingly low and pearls are hardly
seen nowadays, Pearlers appear to be un-
able to afford to have European pearl-shell
openers on board, so that the pearls do not
reach the rightful owners. Everybody seems
satisfled that pearls are being obtained hut
that the erews of the boats, who are mostly
Japanese and Malays, are getting them. I
want to draw attention to what I consider
to be an alarming situation. In Broome,
there are only about 150 white men, but
when I was there no fewer than six Japan-
eze sampans were anchored within 150 yards
of the jetty. Each had 15 men on board;
a total of 90 men. Furthermore, within 20
or 30 miles of Broome there were 24 other
sampans. Thus there were a tofal of 450
Japanese on foreign boats within three or
four hours’ sail of Broome. And in Broome
there are only 150 white men to oppose them
if the Japanese wanted to do anything
wrong.

Hon, A. Thomson: And vet the Common-
wealth says it is not its duty to provide 2
patrol boat. That seems absurd.

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQO: Yes, of comrse it
is absurd. The day T was there, news
was coming over the wireless about the
Tientsin trouble. It was stated that at any
time hostilities might begin. The sampans
to which I refer are nearly all equipped
with wireless.

Hon, G. W. Miles: They have trained
naval men in charge, too.

Hon. E, H. ANGELO: Yes. What would
those poor inhabitants of Broome do if
trouble occurred? Of course, T supposc the
Japanese would say, “We are going hack
to Japan.” But they would not return with-
nut provisions. They would go into the
towns and into the shops and hotels. They
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would probably become the worse for li-
quor, and God knows what would hap-
pen. 1 consider it my duty to place
this matter before the Government,
because I think " the Government should
realise that the white people at Broome are
in a preearious position. This morning
there was news about a sampan having ap-
peared near some Pacific island, and mem-
bers wil} have noted the interest that was
aroused in that regard. Bué there are 30
sampans near Broome, and one sampan was
found at sea the other day south of Cossack.

Hon. G. W. IMiles: There are trained
seientists on board one of the boats endea-
vouring to ascertain what marine wealth
exists off the coast,

Hon. E. H. ANGELQO: Yes, there is a
ship espeeiatly fitted out for scientific in-
vestigation. I saw it myself. That vessel
ascertains where the pearl banks are, and
it is making a study of the culture of the
shell, and that sort of thing, all of which
indicates that the Japanese intend to come
here and remain here. Members will recall,
perbaps, that three years ago 1 asked the
Government to do its utmost to find out
whether we could get our territorial limit
extended from three miles to 12 miles from
the coast. I was speaking at that time on
the whaling industry. I pointed out that
Ameriea, Norway and Sweden had in reeent
years extended their territorial waters to
cover a distance of 12 miles from their
coasts. Last year I spoke to a Norwegian
gentleman in business here and who
was ahout to visit Norway. I asked him
to find out how the Norwegian Government
provided for such an extension. He now
tells me it was done by an Act of Parlia-
ment. The Norwegian Parliament passed
o measure that in fature the tferritorial
limit should be 12 miles, and the worid has
accepted that. Why cannot we do the
same? If it could be done, the pearlers
consider that half their troubles would be
ended, provided of course that ihe coast
was properly patrolled. But with enly a
three-mile limit, even if the coast were
patrolled, it would be impossible to keep
out these men.

As a representative of the North-West,
I consider it my duty to point out the
anxiety that exists regarding the emply
North. My colleagues and I in this House
and in another place have been drawing at-
tention to the matter for years, and year
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after year we have been promised 'that
something would be done to populate that
pari of the State and to develop it up to
a reasonable condition, s¢ that it would not
prove so tempting to other nations. T re-
member that the late Mr. Scaddan said,
something like 20 years ago, “We have to
develop the South-West first. In 25 vears’
time we will tackle the North.” But to-day
we have there fewer men, cattle, sheep and
horses than we had 25 years ago. What can
we do? I rememher that when I first went
te Roebourne 50 years ago the town con-
tatned 800 people. Cossack used to have a
floating population of up to 2,500 in lay-
up time. To-day I think Cossack has about
70 people and Roebourne 150. Of course,
at that time there was no Broome. The
population of Carnarvon has inereased a
little; that of Onslow is about the same. But
there is no large pepulation in any of those
eentres. That fact leads me to ask whether
we should lose any opportunity to popu-
late the North if we can get decent people
to go there.

Hon. Q. Fraser: Could they make a liv-
ing when they airrived there?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T hope to he able
to show that they conld. I propose to read
two paragraphs from an article by the edi-
tor of “British Australian and New Zea-
lander.” The article was published last
Novemher. The portion I wish to read is
as follows :-—

Two conenrrent happenings—the growing
necd of the Jews within rocent years for some
portion of the earth which they ean call their
own, aml the growing necd of Australia for
men  and  money te populate and develop
parts of the continent, the emptiness of which
is a temptation to certain other nations and
A consequent danger to her—suggests the
possibitify that an arrangement between
Jews and Australians might permit these twa
needs te be satisfied, with mutunl benefit. In
the North-West of the Austealian contineat,
which has a total area of 3,000,000 square
miles, is a part of the State of Western Ans-
tratin known as the Kimberley Division, with
an area of 133,000 square miles and a popula-
tion of less than 300 white people and a few
thousand aborigines.

The writer goes on to point out what a
splendid opportunity this provides for Aus-
tralia to populate some of its empty North.
Now this North, as we all know, has a very
good, thongh perbaps not an execessive,
rainfall. The average, as Mr. Miles told us
last session, and proved by quoting from
vainfall reecords obtained from the Govern-
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ment Meteorologist, is 26 inches, spread over
from six to seven months of the year. In
one place in the Kimberleys, although very
few know it, there is an average rainfall of
B3 inches, but that is only just where a
certain mission station is situated, and it is
in an angle of the territory. However, 26
inches is good enough for anybody. Much
of this country has fertile soil adaptable to
the growing of a great number of products.
There are great rivers that would provide
an abundanee of water for irrigation. One
river has miles of permanent pools of fresh
water that probably would not require
damming at all. At present nothing but
cattle is being bred up there. A large part
of that territory includes river valleys that
are very suitable for agriculture. At some
of the sfations and missions there are
gardens that prove the variety of products
that could be grown, and what has been
achieved is the result of merely amateur
efforts. People have said that the Jews are
not agriculturists and cannot he taught
to take up agriculture. In this respect I
would quote from the Parliamentary De-
bates of the House of Lords, dated the 5th
July, 1939. The problem of the Jews was
being discussed, and reference was made to
settlements that had been arranged for the
purpose of teaching the Jews how to fend
for themselves. During the debate Lord
Darwent said—

I have so far been prineipally thinking of
Aryan immigrants, but as a matter of gen-
eral interest to your Lordships I should like
to add in passing that I am informed that in
view of the very real and well-known short-
age of agricultural labour in this country
there is already a definite demand for Jewish
agricultural labourers from Central Furope
and that apparently, odd though it may seem,
such experiments as have been triod in that
line have been up to now, even in remote

country places in England, completely sue-
ceasful,

Later on, the Marquess of Reading said—

The money which we spend is happily not
spent in unproductive relief alone for we
make every effort to train refugees to this
country in agriculture and in c¢raftsmanship
in order that they may be able to compete
with life in the countries for which they are
ultimately bound. Recently, in the interests
of economy as well as of greater facility of
oceupation, we have started on a consider-
able scnie a eamp at Richborough near Sand-
wich. If any of your Lordships doubts the
quality of thc men who are being brought te
this conntry, or the spirit which animates
them, 1 trust that you will take the oppor-
tunity, if you should be in that neighbour-
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hood, of visiting the eamp. You will not only
be warmly welcomed, but you will see the
spectaele, at once heartbreaking and heart-
ening, of lawyers, doctors, writers, musicians
side by side with shopmen and artisans,
breaking up the ground for the planting of
vegetables, laying econcrete roads, making
gardens and performing all the mapifold
tasks of a camp with & co-operative cheerful-
ness and energy which are beyond praise.
Those are the opinions of two members of
the House of Lords.

Hon, J. Cornell; The House of vision-
aries.

Hon, E. 3. ANGELO: Mr, Milea hasg to-
day shown me a magazine illustrating what
the dJews_have done in Palestine. Not only
have they built up 2 city, bat, according
to the photographs, they have made won-
derful strides in all kinds of agriculture.

Hon. A. Thomson: Over £7,000,000 has
been spent on seitlement in Palestine.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: Perhaps so. The
Kimberleys lie within the tropies but the
climate is healthy and, for the greater part
of the year, congenial. We have only fo
look at some of the people who visit Perth
from that distriet, mothers and their charm-
ing daughters, many of whom spend some
of their summers in the North.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Why do not the mem-
bers for the North live up there?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T am pleased to
say that I have spent at least two-thirds
of my life in the North-West, The climate
of the area where the Jews are expected
to settle must not be judged by the climate
of Wyndham, The town of Wyndham
has been built right et the foot of a range
of bastion hills about 1,000 feet high. In
the afterncon when the sun beats on those
hills, its rays are reflected on the town,
and no wonder Wyndham is a hot plaee.

Hon. A. Thomson: Almost as bad as
Cape Town.

Hon. E. H. AXGELO: I will accept the
hon. member’s word for that. The elimate
inland is totally different. In 1930 the
Australian Medical Congress, after exam-
ining the elimatie conditions of the Com-
monwealth, reported that it was unable to
find any inherent or insuperable obstacles
in the way of the permanent oe¢cupation
of tropiecal JAustralia by 2 healthy indi-
genous white race. Mr. Wood rightly said
that we should make full inquiries. I
should like to know who will make those
inquiries. Whe would be a hetter judge
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than the man who was sent out by the
association, who went to the Kimberleys,
met dozens of the residents, and has gone
away quite satisfied with what he saw? I
shall not read his report, but if members
are sufficiently interested they will find a
summsary of his investigations published in
the ‘“West Australian’’ of the 1st July,
under the heading, ‘‘Impressed by the
Kimberleys.”” Dr. Steinberg is not the
only one to report favourably on the
scheme; other people have studied it and
are quite satisfied that the Jews will make
good. Mr. Wood, and 1 think another
member, mentioned the failures that occur-
red in the South-West. I have travelled
through those settlements further south and
the great expense there was entailed in
clearing.

Hon. (. B, Wood: That is right and
methods were wrong.

Hon. E, H. ANGELO: On the settlement
in the Kimberleys no clearing will be re-
quired. The Jews are to be settled on river
flats, that is, those who propose to engage
in agrienlture. No levelling will be re-
quired.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Is the river likely to
overflow its banks?

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: Y am satisfied that
those responsible for the scheme will ob-
tain all requisite information and will not
settle the refugees in an unsuitable place.
I do not think the Ord River overflows to
anything like the extent that the Fitzroy

River does. We have no chance what-
ever of getting Australian or English
people to settle the North in the

next 23 years, and the question arises:
Shall we be holding the North at the end
of that time? I do not think we shall be
able to get either the people or the money
to develop the North. Huge exzpenditure
would be involved, and the advantage of
the proposed scheme is that the Jewish
people will find the money needed. If we
do not aceept these people, I feel sure that
the Kimberleys will remain empiy for
generations. Some time ngo an offer was
made to start a settlement in order to
develop the eattle industry, Mr. J. B
Cramsie was responsible, but that settle-
ment would not have attracted any large
population. When the scheme seemed to
be making good progress, the solicitors in
England discovered the fact that there
were Ewo governmental authorities to deal
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with—Commonwealth and State—and on
that ground the scheme was turned down.
Dr. Steinberg knows that, and still he is
prepared to proceed with his scheme, In
my opinion the proposition ean. be boiled
down to one question, “Are we going to
have Jews or Japs?”

Hon. V. Hamersley: That sams it up.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I say, let us have
the Jews. They bave heen driven from their
homes in tens of thousands and are trying
to find a home in British countries where
they know they can settle and will be justly
treated. In facilitating the establishment of
this settlement, we should ask a priece
for the land, and that price should
be their own labonr to tackle Nature
in the raw as our pioneers did de-
cades ago. In retuwrn for the lang,
all we should ask of them is to open up
this eountry. What will it mean to the south-
ern part of the State if we get a setllement
of 5,000 people in the North? A large
number is essential; otherwire the settlers
will not be able to spend the requisite money
on water conservation, and irrigation they
must have if the scheme is to be successful.
I hope that no serious objection will be
raised to what I consider is a wonderful
opportunity.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Do the pastoralists
think it will be satisfactory?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Every pastoralist
tn whom I have spoken favours it. If those
settlers achieved nothing beyond the estab-
lishment of irrigated paddocks for fatten-
ing cattle, so that we eonld export hahy
heef, the pastoralists would benefit to the
extent of thousands of pounds.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What they need is new
blood for their stock,

Hon. J. Cornell: T have yet to learn that
the Australian cannot do what a refugee
conld do.

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: To open np new
counfry, two things are necessary. One of
those things the Awunstralian possesses in
plenty, namely, muscle, but he cannot go
far without money. The Jewish people have
both.

Hon. T. Moore: Have any small irriga-
tion plots been tried there?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Not that T am
aware of, excepting, of course, mission ar-
dens, which have been successful.

Hon. T. Moore: It seems remarkahle that
experimental plots have not been tried.
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Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The stations have
gardens with irrigation plants.

Houn. T. Moore: They would afford some
proof.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO : I hope the Govern-
ment will give prompt consideration to this
offer and give the Jewish people a
favourable answer as soon as possible.
Time is the essence of the contraet.
If we are going to save the North-
West, we must populate it. The sooner Dr.
Steinberg is informed that he has the sap-
port of our Government, the sooner will he
be able to go to Canberra and secure the
approval of the Commonwealth Government.
Then, probably at the end of the next wet
season, when cooler condifions arrive, a start
might be made on this scheme. There are
other matters that I intended to deal with,
but I shall defer them until another ocea-
sion. I content myself by supporting the
motion.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, dehate
adjourned,

House adjourned at 6.11 p.m,

Aeaislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 22nd August, 1939.

PARE

Questions : Rallways, Narrogin stockyards .. . 220
Agriculture, wheat stabilisation conferenoe. a8 to

baals tor payment 220

Addressin reply, elghth day—mnanﬂmmt. 220

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, NARROGIN
STOCEYARDS.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: What was the lowest price gquoted fo
the Commissioner for Railways by any
‘Western Anstralian foundry or by the Mid-
Jand Junction Workshops for the pump and

[ASSEMBLY.]

electric motor recently purchased from
Castlemaine, Victoria, for £139 and installed
at the Narrogin stockyards?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: No price was obtained, as the order
was based on tenders called three months
before for a similar plant, in which case
the lowest local quote for suitable plant was -
approximately 40 per cent. above the Vie-
torian tender.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE, WHEAT
STABILISATION CONFERENCE.

As to Basis for Payment.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier; In the
report upon the recent wheat stabilisation
conference it is stated that the proposed
assistance to wheatgrowers will be given on
the amount of wheat marketed. Does that
mean all wheat the farmer sells, including
wheat sold for home consumption, and te
pouitry-growers, ete.¥ Assuming that a sum
of £3,500,000 is provided, and it is paid on
140,000,000 bushels, what amount would the
farmer reacive per bushel at a siding with a
rail freight of 4d. per bushel, excluding
handling charges, world price, and home
consumption payments?

The PREMIER replied: No definite de-
cision has yet been reached in regard to any
of these matters. It is hoped that finalitv
will be obtained at a further conference to
be held this month.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day—Amendment.
Debate resumed from the 17th Aupust.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth} [4.35]: I
wish to express iy appreciation to ali mem-
bers for the kindness and assistance they
have extended to me as a new member. Par-
ticularly do I wish to thank members on the
Government bench for suggesting that my
name should be included with the names of
other new members in the welcome that was
given them by the member for West Perth
(Mr. McDonald). This was a little hard
upon the hon. member, since in the
first place, I was thrust upon him by
the electors of North Perth, and, secondly,
because members of the Government insisted
that he shounld welcome me here. I trust I



